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Introduction 
 
GFirst LEP monitors economic data to inform its activities. The current senior research manager (Jute Blackmon) 
works closely with the Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) team to ensure consistency of information, and that 
data is available to key stakeholders. This role was introduced in 2019 to support the development of the Local 
Industrial Strategy, and the associated evidence base.  
 
The data contained within this briefing paper draws on a range of the latest available published information relating 
to Gloucestershire’s economy and from a number of different sources. This includes the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) for the latest available GVA and Claimant Count numbers, HMRC for Furlough and Self Employment Income 
Scheme figures and the British Business Bank for business loan totals.  
 
Local job posting numbers have been taken from the labour market tool EMSI, which delivers real time access to job 
vacancies from a comprehensive range of sources including job boards, employer sites, newspapers, public agencies 
etc. Data extraction and analysis technologies mine and code data from each job listing to provide analysis on 
industries, occupations, skills and qualifications. However, the tool will inevitably not capture all vacancies. 
 
Where more information is available, the relevant links have been detailed within the report, such as the monthly 
Unemployment Bulletin produced by Gloucestershire County Council which provides a detailed district overview. 
 
 
Key headlines: 
 
 

• Total GVA for Gloucestershire estimated to be £16.5 Billion, based on the latest ONS figures published in 
December 2019. There are currently no local datasets available that take into account Covid and the impact 
on the local economy. 

 

• The Claimant Count for Gloucestershire has dropped very slightly down from 5.0% in August to 4.9% in 
September. 

 

• Youth unemployment - the number young people (18-24) claiming benefits in Gloucestershire is currently 
3,725 which is 19.6% of the total working age claimants (16-64) in Gloucestershire.  

 

• Job posting numbers continue to increase with the number of postings for September at 
around 18,705 which is 19.9% lower when compared to September 2019. Both the Forest of Dean and 
Tewkesbury have seen an increase in the number of job posts when compared to the same month last year. 

 

• The total number of workers furloughed in Gloucestershire as at the 31st August was 30,700. 
 

• The second phase of the Self Employment Income Scheme grant has now seen a total of 21,300 claims 
made in Gloucestershire up to 30th September, with a take up rate of 62% of those potentially eligible and 
totalling £55.9 million. 

 

• The total value in loans offered to businesses in Gloucestershire, as part of the Coronavirus Business 
Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) and Bounce Back Loan Scheme, now stands at £483 million. 

 
 

 

https://www.gfirstlep.com/downloads/2020/gloucestershire_draft_local-industrial-strategy_2019-updated.pdf
https://www.gfirstlep.com/downloads/2020/gloucestershire_draft_local-industrial-strategy_2019-updated.pdf
https://www.gfirstlep.com/downloads/2020/gloucestershire_five-foundations-of-productivity_evidence-report_2019-updated.pdf


Gloucestershire GVA 
 
Gross Value Added (GVA) is the measure of the value of goods and services produced in an area, industry or sector, 
which can be used to measure the value of the economy. 
 
This data is published annually and the latest available data from ONS is for 2018, which was published in December 
2019, we are expecting the 2019 data to be published in December. Based on current ONS timescales, we would not 
expect to see GVA for 2020 until December 2021, however ONS are aware of the urgency for Local Authorities to see 
what impact Covid has had on local economies and so there is a possibility some data may be released earlier. 
 
The below table shows the £16.5 Billion GVA (2018) total for Gloucestershire in all industries, alongside the district 
split of the total. The table also displays GVA for 2017 and 2016, in addition to a trend line based on the last three 
years. 
 

 
 
In 2018 the Services Sector accounted for £12.5 Billion of Gloucestershire’s GVA total. 
 
 
September Claimant Count 
 
The Claimant Count is a measure of the number of people who are unemployed and claiming benefits. 
 
Latest figures for September show that Gloucestershire has seen a small decrease in the Claimant Rate to 4.9% from 
the August figure of 5.0% (the value is expressed as a proportion of residents aged 16-64). The September total now 
stands at 18,985 compared to the August figure of 19,155 which is a monthly decrease of 170. However, there has 
been a small rise in the approximate number of persons claiming in Gloucester (25) and Stroud (40). 
 
The September figure for the South West is 5.3%, England is 6.6% and the UK figure is 6.5%.   
 
As of September 2020, there were 3,725 young people (18-24) claiming Job Seekers Allowance and Universal Credit 
who were not in work, this represents 19.6% of total working age claimants. In January 2020 this figure was 1,445.  
 
The below table gives a breakdown of those 18-24 by district. 
 

Area 
September claimants 

(18-24)  
Proportion of total 

working age claimants 

Cheltenham 755 19.40% 

Cotswold 405 18.70% 

Forest of Dean 520 20.80% 

Gloucester 990 19.50% 

Stroud 595 19.60% 

Tewkesbury 460 19.80% 

Gloucestershire Total 3,725 19.60% 

District 2016 2017 2018 Trend

Cheltenham 2,638              2,726              2,946              

Cotswold 3,177              3,224              3,565              

Forest of Dean 1,284              1,445              1,502              

Gloucester 3,154              3,258              3,226              

Stroud 2,502              2,573              2,642              

Tewkesbury 2,360              2,769              2,656              

Gloucestershire 15,115           15,995           16,537           

GVA (£millions) by district - all industries



The below graph shows the overall claimant rate for September 2020 in Gloucestershire. 
 

 
 
 
The below shows the current claimant rate for Gloucestershire at 4.9%, compared with all six districts, the South 
West and United Kingdom. The rate for Gloucestershire has been below that of the UK and South West for the past 
12 months.  
 
 

 



More information on the Claimant Count can be found on Gloucestershire County Council’s monthly publications, 
which can be found on the following page: https://inform.gloucestershire.gov.uk/economy/unemployment/ 

 
EMSI job posting numbers 
 
Note: Job posting numbers are based on snapshot data taken on the 7th October, numbers are provisional and subject to change. The 
information is continually being cleaned and validated, but job posting numbers provide a good indication on how the job market is performing. 

 
Job posting numbers have been increasing over the past few months with the number of postings for September at 
around 18,705, however this is still 19.9% lower when compared to September 2019. Both the Forest of Dean and 
Tewkesbury have seen an increase in the number of job posts when compared to the same month last year. 
  
The below table gives a district overview of total jobs posted in September 2020 when compared to September 
2019. 

Number of unique job postings by district    

September 2020 2019 2020 
% comparison 

to 2019 

   

 
 

Cheltenham 6,225  4,364  -29.9 
  

Cotswold 2,521  2,273  -9.8 
  

Forest of Dean 624  823  31.9 
  

Gloucester 8,420  6,513  -22.6 
  

Stroud 3,519  2,636  -25.1 
  

Tewkesbury 2,031  2,096  3.2 
  

  23,340  18,705  -19.9 
  

 
Below displays the number of job postings by district for the past twelve months, which clearly shows that 
Cheltenham and Gloucester have seen the largest decline, but overall have had more job postings throughout. 
Gloucester appears to have the steepest recovery with regards to job postings over the past three months, when 
compared to other areas. Tewkesbury is now close to the peak in job postings it saw in October 2019 and February 
2020, while the Forest of Dean is close to the peak it saw in March 2020. 
 

 

https://inform.gloucestershire.gov.uk/economy/unemployment/


Furloughed workers 
 
The total number of workers furloughed in Gloucestershire as at the 31st August was 30,700. In the below graph you 
can see that Gloucester has the most employments furloughed and the lowest take up rate, whereas the Forest of 
Dean has the smallest number furloughed and the highest take up rate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Below figures compare the latest furlough statistics for Gloucestershire against England and the South West 
 
 
  

Furloughed employments as at 31st August 2020 

District 
Employments 

furloughed 
Eligible 

employments 
Take-up-rate 

Gloucestershire  30,700             292,200  11% 

South West 243,500          2,517,100  10% 

England 2,647,500        25,577,800  10% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Self Employment Income Scheme 
 
 
The first phase of the Self Employment Income Scheme saw a total of 25,400 claims made in Gloucestershire up to 
the 31st July, which had a take up rate of 75% of those potentially eligible and totalling £76.8 million. The second 
phase of the scheme has so far seen 21,300 claims made in Gloucestershire up to the 30th September, with a take up 
rate of 62% and totalling £55.9 million. 
  
 
 
The below graph shows the take up rate and average value of claims for each district and Gloucestershire, compared 
to the South West and England. 
 
 
  

 
  
 
For information 

• The first grant, for which applications closed on 13th July 2020, was based on 80% of their trading profits and capped at £7,500 in 
total. 

• The second grant is worth 70% of their average monthly trading profits, paid out in a single instalment covering 3 months' worth of 
profits, and capped at £6,570 in total 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) and Bounce Back Loan Scheme 
 
Recent data published by the British Business Bank shows the total value in loans offered to businesses in 
Gloucestershire, as part of the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) and Bounce Back Loan 
Scheme, now stands at £483 million 
 
The below graph shows the total loan values offered by type for each of our six Gloucestershire districts, which 
shows a low uptake of the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme in the Forest of Dean compared to other 
areas. 
 

 
 
More information on this dataset can be viewed on the British Business Bank website: 
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/british-business-bank-support-schemes-deliver-almost-62bn-of-loans-to-
smaller-businesses/ 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 
This paper is for information only. 
 
If you require further information please email: Jute Blackmon, Senior Research Manager 
jute.blackmon@gfirstlep.com 

https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/british-business-bank-support-schemes-deliver-almost-62bn-of-loans-to-smaller-businesses/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/british-business-bank-support-schemes-deliver-almost-62bn-of-loans-to-smaller-businesses/

